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Introduction
1. Why should Christians study Torah? What reasons might you have to do so?
2. How is Torah different from “the Old Testament”?
3. How have Jews traditionally studied Torah over the ages? How does that compare to Christian
engagement with Scripture?
4. What aids are available for Torah study?

Exodus, Chapter 12:1-20
. ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ ִמצ ְַרי ִם לֵאמ ֹר,אַהֲר ֹן-שׁה ְו ֶאל
ֶ ֹ מ- א וַיּ ֹא ֶמר י ְהוָה ֶאל1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and Aaron in
the land of Egypt, saying:
שׁי
ֵ ְ ְלחָד, ִראשׁוֹן הוּא ָלכֶם:שׁים
ִ ָ ר ֹאשׁ חֳד, ב הַח ֹדֶ שׁ ַהזֶּה ָלכֶם2 'This month shall be unto you the beginning of
. הַשָּׁ נָהmonths; it shall be the first month of the year to you.
 ְוי ִ ְקחוּ: לַח ֹדֶ שׁ ַהזּ ֶה, ֶבּעָשׂ ֹר,שׂ ָר ֵאל לֵאמ ֹר
ְ ִ עֲדַ ת י-כָּל- ֶאל, ג דַּ בְּרוּ3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel,
.שׂה ַל ָבּי ִת
ֶ --אָב ֹת-שׂה ְלבֵית
ֶ  ִאישׁ, ָלהֶםsaying: In the tenth day of this month they shall take
to them every man a lamb, according to their fathers'
houses, a lamb for a household;
-שׁכֵנוֹ ַה ָקּר ֹב ֶאל
ְ  ְולָקַ ח הוּא וּ--שּׂה
ֶ  ִמהְיוֹת ִמ,י ִ ְמעַט ַה ַבּי ִת- ד ְו ִאם4 and if the household be too little for a lamb, then
.שּׂ ה
ֶ  ַה- תָּ כ ֹסּוּ עַל, אִ ישׁ ְלפִי אָכְלוֹ: ְבּ ִמ ְכסַת נְפָשׁ ֹת, בֵּיתוֹshall he and his neighbor next unto his house take
one according to the number of the souls; according
to every man's eating ye shall make your count for
the lamb.
, ָה ִעזִּים-שׂים וּ ִמן
ִ  ַה ְכּ ָב- י ִ ְהי ֶה ָלכֶם; ִמן,שׁנָה
ָ -שׂה תָ ִמים זָכָר בֶּן
ֶ  ה5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the
. תִּ ָקּחוּfirst year; ye shall take it from the sheep, or from the
goats;
;שׂר יוֹם לַח ֹדֶ שׁ ַהזּ ֶה
ָ אַר ָבּעָה ָע
ְ  עַד,שׁמֶ ֶרת
ְ ִ ו ְו ָהי ָה ָלכֶם לְמ6 and ye shall keep it unto the fourteenth day of the
.בֵּין ָהע ְַר ָבּי ִם--שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ י- כּ ֹל ְקהַל עֲדַ ת,שׁחֲטוּ א ֹתוֹ
ָ  ְוsame month; and the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it at dusk.
,עַל--שׁקוֹף
ְ  ַה ַמּ- ְועַל,שׁתֵּ י ַה ְמּזוּז ֹת
ְ - ְונָתְ נוּ עַל,הַדָּ ם- ִמן, ז ְו ָל ְקחוּ7 And they shall take of the blood, and put it on the
. ָבּהֶם,י ֹאכְלוּ א ֹתוֹ-שׁר
ֶ  ֲא, ַהבָּתִּ יםtwo side-posts and on the lintel, upon the houses
wherein they shall eat it.
 ְמר ִֹרים- עַל, ֵאשׁ וּ ַמצּוֹת- ְצלִי: ַבּ ַלּיְלָה ַהזּ ֶה,שׂר
ָ  ַה ָבּ- ח וְאָכְלוּ ֶאת8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with
. י ֹא ְכלֻהוּfire, and unleavened bread; with bitter herbs they
shall eat it.
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, ֵאשׁ- ְצלִי- כִּי ִאם:שּׁל ַבּ ָמּי ִם
ָ שׁל ְמ ֻב
ֵ  וּ ָב,תּ ֹאכְלוּ ִמ ֶמּנּוּ נָא- ט אַל9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but
.קִ ְרבּוֹ-כּ ְָרעָיו ְועַל- ר ֹאשׁוֹ עַלroast with fire; its head with its legs and with the
inwards thereof.
 ָבּ ֵאשׁ,בּ ֹ ֶקר-בּ ֹ ֶקר; ְוהַנּ ֹתָ ר ִמ ֶמּנּוּ עַד- עַד,תוֹתִ ירוּ ִממֶּ נּוּ- י וְֹלא10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the
.שׂר ֹפוּ
ְ ִ תּmorning; but that which remaineth of it until the
morning ye shall burn with fire.
 נַ ֲעלֵיכֶם בּ ְַרגְלֵיכֶם, ָמתְ נֵיכֶם ֲחג ִֻרים-- תּ ֹאכְלוּ א ֹתוֹ, יא ְו ָככָה11 And thus shall ye eat it: with your loins girded,
. ֶפּסַח הוּא לַיהוָה, וּ ַמ ֶקּ ְלכֶם ְבּי ֶדְ כֶם; ַו ֲא ַכלְתֶּ ם א ֹתוֹ ְבּ ִחפָּזוֹןyour shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand;
and ye shall eat it in haste--it is the LORD'S
passover.
בְּכוֹר ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ- ְו ִהכֵּיתִ י כָל, ַבּ ַלּיְלָה ַהזּ ֶה, ִמצ ְַרי ִם- יב ְו ָעב ְַרתִּ י ְב ֶא ֶרץ12 For I will go through the land of Egypt in that
,שׁ ָפטִים
ְ שׂה
ֶ  ֱאֹלהֵי ִמצ ְַרי ִם ֶא ֱע- ְבּ ֵה ָמה; וּ ְבכָל- ֵמאָדָ ם ְועַד, ִמצ ְַרי ִםnight, and will smite all the first-born in the land of
. ֲאנִי י ְהוָהEgypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.
 ו ְָר ִאיתִ י,שׁם
ָ שׁר ַאתֶּ ם
ֶ  עַל ַהבָּתִּ ים ֲא, יג ְו ָהי ָה הַדָּ ם ָלכֶם לְא ֹת13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon
 ְבּהַכּ ֹתִ י,שׁחִית
ְ י ִ ְהי ֶה ָבכֶם נֶגֶף ְל ַמ- וּ ָפ ַסחְתִּ י ֲע ֵלכֶם; וְֹלא,הַדָּ ם- ֶאתthe houses where ye are; and when I see the blood, I
. ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ ִמצ ְָרי ִםwill pass over you, and there shall no plague be upon
you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.
 ְוחַגּ ֹתֶ ם א ֹתוֹ חַג, יד ְו ָהי ָה הַיּוֹם ַהזֶּה ָלכֶם ְלזִכָּרוֹן14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial,
. חֻקַּ ת עוֹלָם תְּ ָחגֻּהוּ, לְד ֹר ֹתֵ יכֶם: לַיהוָהand ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD; throughout
your generations ye shall keep it a feast by an
ordinance forever.
שׁבִּיתוּ
ְ ַ תּ, ַאְך בַּיּוֹם ה ִָראשׁוֹן-- מַ צּוֹת תּ ֹאכֵלוּ,שׁ ְבעַת י ָ ִמים
ִ  טו15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread;
 ְונִכ ְְרתָ ה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַה ִהוא,אֹכֵל ָח ֵמץ- כִּי כָּל:שּׂא ֹר ִמבָּתֵּ יכֶם
ְ howbeit the first day ye shall put away leaven out of
.שּׁ ִבעִי
ְ יוֹם ַה- עַד, ִמיּוֹם ה ִָראשׁ ֹן--שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ  ִמיּyour houses; for whosoever eateth leavened bread
from the first day until the seventh day, that soul
shall be cut off from Israel.
ק ֹדֶ שׁ- ִמ ְק ָרא,שּׁבִיעִי
ְ  וּבַיּוֹם ַה,ק ֹדֶ שׁ- ִמ ְק ָרא, טז וּבַיּוֹם ה ִָראשׁוֹן16 And in the first day there shall be to you a holy
-שׁר י ֵאָכֵל ְלכָל
ֶ  ַאְך ֲא--שׂה ָבהֶם
ֶ י ֵ ָע- ֹלא, ְמלָאכָה- כָּל: י ִ ְהי ֶה ָלכֶםconvocation, and in the seventh day a holy
.שׂה ָלכֶם
ֶ  הוּא ְלבַדּוֹ י ֵ ָע, נֶפֶשׁconvocation; no manner of work shall be done in
them, save that which every man must eat, that only
may be done by you.
- הוֹצֵאתִ י ֶאת, כִּי ְבּ ֶעצֶם הַיּוֹם ַהזּ ֶה, ַה ַמּצּוֹת- ֶאת,שׁ ַמ ְרתֶּ ם
ְ  יז וּ17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened
-- לְד ֹר ֹתֵ יכֶם,הַיּוֹם ַהזּ ֶה-שׁ ַמ ְרתֶּ ם ֶאת
ְ  ִצבְאוֹתֵ יכֶם ֵמ ֶא ֶרץ ִמצ ְָרי ִם; וּbread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your
. ֻח ַקּת עוֹלָםhosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore shall ye
observe this day throughout your generations by an
ordinance forever.
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, תּ ֹאכְלוּ, ָבּע ֶֶרב,שׂר יוֹם לַח ֹדֶ שׁ
ָ ְאַר ָבּעָה ָע
ְ  יח בּ ִָראשׁ ֹן בּ18 In the first [month], on the fourteenth day [of the
. ָבּע ֶָרב-- לַח ֹדֶ שׁ,שׂ ִרים
ְ  עַד יוֹם ָה ֶאחָד ְו ֶע: ַמצּ ֹתmonth at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until
the one and twentieth day of the month at even.
אֹכֵל- כִּי כָּל: ֹלא י ִ ָמּצֵא ְבּבָתֵּ יכֶם,שׂא ֹר
ְ --שׁ ְבעַת י ָ ִמים
ִ  יט19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your
 וּ ְב ֶאז ְַרח, ַבּגֵּר--שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ  ְונִכ ְְרתָ ה ַהנֶּפֶשׁ ַההִוא ֵמעֲדַ ת י, ַמ ְח ֶמצֶתhouses; for whosoever eateth that which is leavened,
.ָאָרץ
ֶ  הthat soul shall be cut off from the congregation of
Israel, whether he be a sojourner, or one that is born
in the land.
. ַמצּוֹת, תּ ֹאכְלוּ,שׁב ֹתֵ יכֶם
ְ  מוֹ, ֹלא ת ֹאכֵלוּ; בְּכ ֹל, ַמ ְח ֶמצֶת- כ כָּל20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your
habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.'
QUESTIONS:
1.

First of all, what questions arose for you in reading this text? What surprised you – that is, what had you
never noticed? How many of you are reading this text for the first time?

2.

A close reading of the text involves not only looking at the overall meaning of the words but even
examining the number of times words are used. For instance in the passage above, which Jews read from
the second scroll this coming Sabbath in morning services, the word month is used seven times (I’ve
highlighted the occurrences). The “Seven Code” in expositing Torah texts says that it is very significant
when a word (in any of its forms – that is, singular or plural, with prefixes, suffixes, etc.) appears seven (or
multiples of seven) times in a passage; sometimes the repetition seems to emphasize the main theme of the
passage, while at other times it seems to be for aesthetic reasons. This coming Sabbath is called Shabbat
HaChodesh, the Sabbath of The Month, because on it begins the month of Nisan, when Passover occurs.
How is the month referred to here? Why must it be considered “the first month”?

3.

How much of this instruction was meant to be observed only on that first Passover and how much was
intended to be an observance for all time? How can you tell? (See verses 14 through 17 – how can you tell
that they are a single unit?)

4.

Why could there be no “leftovers” from the sacrificed lamb? Why must what remained be burnt?

5.

What would be the punishment for someone who did not observe this commandment of refraining from
leavened bread? (Note that this included “resident aliens” as well as Israelites.) Why would “deleting that
soul from the database” (by G-d) be a fitting punishment?

6.

What emerges from the text as the most dominant reason for observing the Feast of Unleavened Bread?

7.

Matzah, therefore, remains the most recognizable part of the observance of Passover, but many Jews will
no longer have lamb at the seder. Why do you think that is?

8.

Refraining from work is an important part of the commandments concerning Passover – why do you think
that is? What kind of work is excluded from that prohibition? Why?
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES:
1. First ask the first question from page 1- Why should Christians study Torah? What might your
personal reasons be?
2. Our theological differences might point to how our study has been different over the millennia,
and how it has led to significant contrasts in attitudes toward study of the Bible. Jewish emphasis
on literacy and on wrestling with the text from multivariate points of view and not only on the
homiletical values of the text – i.e., the moral lessons – has led to a diversity in meanings, an
understanding that the text is limitless, and that it is our duty to constantly engage with it.
3. While quiet, solitary contemplation has its merits, Torah study is done in community, typically
with one student facing another, each with the shared text in front of them. This style of learning
is called hevrutah, from the word haver meaning friend, neighbor, or, in this case, study partner.
4. Commentators, interpreters, and translators throughout our history have served as teachers for
learning and understanding texts. These include such medieval scholars as Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo
Yitzchaki), Gersonides (Rabbi Levi ben Gershon), Rabbi Avraham ibn Ezra, and many others.
The tradition of Torah commentary continues into our day, adding many excellent scholars and
rabbis of both genders into the mix.
5. How you view Revelation might well affect how you study Torah (i.e., the Hebrew Bible) – was
the Torah given on Mount Sinai to Moses, as related in Exodus, or was it Divinely revealed to
many individual writers over a long period of time, as many have come to believe? Or was it
simply the imaginative, although clearly inspired, writing of many wise people? Wherever you
stand on that issue, we might all agree that the Torah has wisdom and insights that might provide
all of us guidance in a world of constant fluctuation.
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