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Introduction: The following (Exodus, Chapter 19, verse 1 through Chapter 20, verse 22) is a
selection from the Torah portion that is read on the first day of Shavuot (Feast of Weeks), a twoday holiday that begins on Saturday night. A selection from Deuteronomy (15:19-16:17) is read
on the second day. Shavuot begins on the 50th day after the first day of Passover; thus, it is also
called Pentecost (although that name of the holiday is far less used than its Hebrew names). The
holiday is also called Zman Natan Torateinu (the Season of the Giving of our Torah), Yom HaBikkurim (Day of the First Fruits), and Chag HaKatzir (Feast of the Harvest). The article
attached at the end of this packet tells you more about the holiday.
Exodus Chapter 19

,שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ י- ְלצֵאת ְבּנֵי,שּׁלִישִׁי
ְ  ַה, א בַּח ֹדֶ שׁ1 In the third month after the children of Israel
were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the
. בָּאוּ ִמדְ בַּר סִינָי,בַּיּוֹם ַהזֶּה-- ֵמ ֶא ֶרץ ִמצ ְָרי ִםsame day came they into the wilderness of
Sinai.

, ַויַּחֲנוּ, ַויּ ָב ֹאוּ ִמדְ בַּר סִינַי, ב ַויִּסְעוּ ֵמ ְרפִידִ ים2 And when they were departed from Rephidim,
and were come to the wilderness of Sinai, they
. נֶגֶד ָההָר,שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ שׁם י
ָ - ַבּ ִמּדְ בָּר; ַויִּחַןencamped in the wilderness; and there Israel
encamped before the mount.

 ָה ֱאֹלהִים; ַויּ ִ ְק ָרא ֵאלָיו- ֶאל,שׁה ָעלָה
ֶ ֹ ג וּמ
, כּ ֹה ת ֹא ַמר ְלבֵית יַעֲק ֹב, ָההָר לֵאמ ֹר- ִמן,י ְהוָה
.שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ וְתַ גֵּיד ִל ְבנֵי י

3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD
called unto him out of the mountain, saying:
'Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the children of Israel:

שּׂא
ָ שׁר ָעשִׂיתִ י ְל ִמצ ְָרי ִם; ָו ֶא
ֶ  ֲא, ד ַאתֶּ ם ְראִיתֶ ם4 You have seen what I did unto the Egyptians,
and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and
. וָאָבִא ֶאתְ כֶם ֵאלָי,שׁ ִרים
ָ ְ ַכּנְפֵי נ- ֶאתְ כֶם עַלbrought you unto Myself.
,שׁ ְמעוּ בְּקֹלִי
ְ ִשׁמוֹ ַע תּ
ָ - ִאם,ה ְועַתָּ ה
- ִו ְהי ִיתֶ ם לִי ְסגֻלָּה ִמכָּל--בּ ְִריתִ י- ֶאת,שׁ ַמ ְרתֶּ ם
ְ וּ
.ָאָרץ
ֶ ה-לִי כָּל- כִּי,ָה ַעמִּים

5 Now therefore, if you will hearken unto My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you
shall be My own treasure from among all
peoples; for all the earth is Mine;

 וְגוֹי,לִי ַמ ְמ ֶלכֶת כּ ֹ ֲהנִים- ו ְו ַאתֶּ ם תִּ הְיוּ6 and you shall be unto Me a kingdom of
 ְבּנֵי- ֶאל,שׁר תְּ דַ בֵּר
ֶ  ֲא, הַדְּ ב ִָרים, ֵאלֶּה: ָקדוֹשׁpriests, and a holy nation. These are the words
which you shall speak to the children of Israel.'
.שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִי
שׂם
ֶ ָ  ַויּ ִ ְק ָרא ְלזִ ְקנֵי ָהעָם; ַויּ,שׁה
ֶ ֹ  ז ַויּ ָב ֹא מ7 And Moses came and called for the elders of
,שׁר ִצוָּהוּ
ֶ  ֲא,הַדְּ ב ִָרים ָה ֵאלֶּה- ֵאת כָּל, ִל ְפנֵיהֶםthe people, and set before them all these words
which the LORD commanded him.
.י ְהוָה
דִּ בֶּר-שׁר
ֶ  כּ ֹל ֲא, ָהעָם יַחְדָּ ו וַיּ ֹא ְמרוּ- ח ַויּ ַעֲנוּ כָל8 And all the people answered together, and
said: 'All that the LORD has spoken we will do.'
- ֶאל,דִּ ב ְֵרי ָהעָם-שׁה ֶאת
ֶ ֹ שׁב מ
ֶ ָ שׂה; ַויּ
ֶ  י ְהוָה נַ ֲעAnd Moses reported the words of the people
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. י ְהוָהunto the LORD.
 ִהנֵּה אָנֹכִי בָּא ֵאלֶיָך,שׁה
ֶ ֹ מ-ט וַיּ ֹא ֶמר י ְהוָה ֶאל
,שׁ ַמע ָהעָם בְּדַ בּ ְִרי ִע ָמְּך
ְ ִ  ַבּעֲבוּר י,ְבּעַב ֶה ָענָן
דִּ ב ְֵרי-שׁה ֶאת
ֶ ֹ בְָּך י ַ ֲאמִינוּ לְעוֹלָם; ַויַּגֵּד מ-ְוגַם
.י ְהוָה- ֶאל,ָהעָם

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Lo, I come
unto you in a thick cloud, that the people may
hear when I speak with you, and may also
believe you forever.' And Moses told the words
of the people to the LORD.

שׁתָּ ם
ְ ַ ְו ִקדּ, ָהעָם-שׁה לְֵך ֶאל
ֶ ֹ מ- י וַיּ ֹא ֶמר י ְהוָה ֶאל10 And the LORD said to Moses: 'Go to the
people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
.שׂ ְמֹלתָ ם
ִ , הַיּוֹם וּ ָמחָר; ְו ִכבְּסוּand let them wash their garments,
 כִּי בַּיּוֹם:שּׁלִישִׁי
ְ  לַיּוֹם ַה, יא ְוהָיוּ נְכֹנִים11 and be ready against the third day; for the
third day the LORD will come down in the sight
הַר-עַל-- ָהעָם- י ֵֵרד י ְהוָה ְלעֵינֵי כָל,שּׁ ִלשִׁי
ְ  ַהof all the people upon Mount Sinai.
.סִינָי
שּׁ ְמרוּ
ָ  ִה, ָהעָם ָסבִיב לֵאמ ֹר-יב ְו ִהגְ ַבּלְתָּ ֶאת
,הַנֹּגֵ ַע ָבּהָר- כָּל:ָלכֶם עֲלוֹת ָבּהָר וּנְג ֹ ַע ְבּ ָקצֵהוּ
.מוֹת יוּ ָמת
י ָר ֹה-סָקוֹל י ִ ָסּ ֵקל אוֹ- כִּי,תִ גַּע בּוֹ י ָד-יג ֹלא
, ֹלא י ִ ְחי ֶה; ִבּ ְמשְֹׁך,אִישׁ- ְבּ ֵה ָמה ִאם- ִאם--יִיּ ֶָרה
. יַעֲלוּ ָבהָר, ֵה ָמּה,הַיֹּבֵל

12 And you shalt set bounds to the people round
about, saying: Take heed to yourselves, that you
go not up into the mount, or touch the border of
it; whosoever touches the mount shall be surely
put to death;
13 no hand shall touch him, but he shall surely
be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast
or man, it shall not live; when the ram's horn
sounds long, they shall come up to the mount.'

, ָהעָם; ַוי ְ ַקדֵּ שׁ- ֶאל, ָההָר-שׁה ִמן
ֶ ֹ  יד ַויּ ֵֶרד מ14 And Moses went down from the mount to the
people, and sanctified the people; and they
.שׂ ְמֹלתָ ם
ִ , ַוי ְ ַכבְּסוּ, ָהעָם- ֶאתwashed their garments.
שׁת
ֶ שֹׁל
ְ  ִל, הֱיוּ נְכֹנִים, ָהעָם- ֶאל, טו וַיּ ֹא ֶמר15 And he said to the people: 'Be ready against
the third day; come not near a woman.'
.שּׁה
ָ  ִא- ֶאל,תִּ גְּשׁוּ- אַל:יָמִים
 ַויְהִי קֹֹלת,שּׁלִישִׁי ִבּהְי ֹת הַבּ ֹ ֶקר
ְ טז ַויְהִי בַיּוֹם ַה
 ָחזָק, וְק ֹל שֹׁפָר, ָההָר-וּב ְָרקִים ְו ָענָן ָכּבֵד עַל
.שׁר ַבּ ַמּ ֲחנֶה
ֶ  ֲא, ָהעָם-ְמא ֹד; ַויֶּח ֱַרד כָּל

16 And it came to pass on the third day, when it
was morning, that there were thunder(s) and
lightning(s) and a thick cloud upon the mount,
and the voice of a horn exceeding loud; and all
the people that were in the camp trembled.

- ִמן, ָהעָם ִל ְק ַראת ָה ֱאֹלהִים-שׁה ֶאת
ֶ ֹ  יז וַיּוֹצֵא מ17 And Moses brought forth the people out of
the camp to meet God; and they stood at the
. בְּתַ חְתִּ ית ָה ָהר, ַה ַמּ ֲחנֶה; ַויּ ִתְ יַצְּבוּnether part of the mount.
שׁר י ַָרד ָעלָיו
ֶ  ִמ ְפּנֵי ֲא,שׁן כֻּלּוֹ
ַ  ָע,יח ְוהַר סִינַי
 ַויֶּח ֱַרד,שׁן
ָ שׁן ַה ִכּ ְב
ֶ  ָבּ ֵאשׁ; ַויַּעַל ֲעשָׁנוֹ ְכּ ֶע,י ְהוָה
. ָההָר ְמא ֹד-כָּל
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שׁה
ֶ ֹ  הוֹלְֵך ְו ָחזֵק ְמא ֹד; מ, יט ַויְהִי קוֹל הַשֹּׁפָר19 And when the voice of the horn waxed
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God
. ְו ָה ֱאֹלהִים י ַ ֲענֶנּוּ בְקוֹל, י ְדַ בֵּרanswered him by a voice.
;ר ֹאשׁ ָההָר- ֶאל,הַר סִינַי- כ ַויּ ֵֶרד י ְהוָה עַל20 And the LORD came down upon Mount
Sinai, to the top of the mount; and the LORD
.שׁ ה
ֶ ֹ  ַויַּעַל מ,ר ֹאשׁ ָההָר-שׁה ֶאל
ֶ ֹ  ַויּ ִ ְק ָרא י ְהוָה לְמcalled Moses to the top of the mount; and Moses
went up.

 ֵרד ָהעֵד,שׁה
ֶ ֹ מ- כא וַיּ ֹא ֶמר י ְהוָה ֶאל21 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go down,
charge the people, lest they break through unto
 ְונָפַל ִממֶּנּוּ,י ְהוָה ל ְִראוֹת-יֶה ְֶרסוּ ֶאל- פֶּן: ָבּעָםthe LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.
.ָרב
,י ְהוָה- כב ְוגַם הַכּ ֹ ֲהנִים ַהנִּ ָגּשִׁים ֶאל22 And let the priests also, that come near to the
LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD
. י ְהוָה,יִפְר ֹץ ָבּהֶם- פֶּן: י ִתְ ַקדָּ שׁוּbreak forth upon them.'
,יוּכַל ָהעָם- ֹלא,י ְהוָה- ֶאל,שׁה
ֶ ֹ כג וַיּ ֹא ֶמר מ
, ַאתָּ ה ַהעֵד ֹתָ ה בָּנוּ- כִּי:הַר סִינָי-ַלעֲֹלת ֶאל
.שׁתּוֹ
ְ ַ ְו ִקדּ, ָההָר- ַהגְבֵּל ֶאת,לֵאמ ֹר

23 And Moses said unto the LORD: 'The people
cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You
charged us, saying: Set bounds about the mount,
and sanctify it.'

 ְו ָעלִיתָ ַאתָּ ה, ֵרד-כד וַיּ ֹא ֶמר ֵאלָיו י ְהוָה לְֶך
יֶה ְֶרסוּ ַלעֲֹלת- אַל,וְאַהֲר ֹן ִע ָמְּך; ְוהַכּ ֹ ֲהנִים ְו ָהעָם
.בָּם-יִפ ְָרץ-פֶּן--י ְהוָה-ֶאל

24 And the LORD said unto him: 'Go, get
yourself down, and you shall come up, you, and
Aaron with you; but let not the priests and the
people break through to come up unto the
LORD, lest He break forth upon them.'

, ָהעָם; וַיּ ֹא ֶמר- ֶאל,שׁה
ֶ ֹ  כה ַויּ ֵֶרד מ25 So Moses went down unto the people, and
} {ס. ֲא ֵלהֶםtold them. {S}
Exodus Chapter 20

הַדְּ ב ִָרים ָה ֵאלֶּה- ֵאת כָּל, א ַוי ְדַ בֵּר ֱאֹלהִים1 And God spoke all these words, saying: {S}
} {ס.לֵאמ ֹר
שׁר הוֹצֵאתִ יָך ֵמ ֶא ֶרץ
ֶ  ֲא,ב אָנֹכִי י ְהוָה ֱאֹלהֶיָך
י ִ ְהי ֶה לְָך ֱאֹלהִים- ֹלא:ִמצ ְַרי ִם ִמבֵּית ֲעבָדִ ים
. ָפּנָי- עַל,ֲאח ִֵרים

2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. You shall have no other gods before
Me.

שׁר
ֶ  ֲא,תְּ מוּנָה- ְוכָל,שׂה לְָך ֶפסֶל
ֶ תַ ֲע-ג ֹלא
שׁר
ֶ  ַו ֲא--ָאָרץ ִמתָּ חַת
ֶ שׁר בּ
ֶ  ַו ֲא,שּׁ ַמי ִם ִמ ַמּעַל
ָ ַבּ
.ָאָרץ
ֶ  ִמתַּ חַת ל,ַבּ ַמּי ִם

3 You shall not make for yourselves a graven
image, nor any manner of likeness, of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;
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 כִּי אָנֹכִי: וְֹלא תָ ָעבְדֵ ם,שׁתַּ ֲחוֶה ָלהֶם
ְ ִת- ד ֹלא4 you shall not bow down to them, nor serve
 ָבּנִים-פּ ֹ ֵקד עֲוֹן אָב ֹת עַל-- ֵאל ַקנָּא, י ְהוָה ֱאֹלהֶיָךthem; for I the LORD your God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
. לְשֹׂנְאָי, ִר ֵבּעִים-שׁ ֵלּשִׁים ְועַל
ִ -עַל

the children to the third and fourth generation
of them that hate Me;

 וּלְשׁ ֹ ְמ ֵרי,לְא ֹ ֲהבַי-- ַל ֲא ָלפִים,שׂה ֶחסֶד
ֶ ֹ  ה וְע5 and showing mercy unto the thousandth
} {ס. ִמצְוֹתָ יgeneration of them that love Me and keep My
commandments. {S}

כִּי

:שּׁוְא
ָ  ַל,י ְהוָה ֱאֹלהֶיָך-שׁם
ֵ -שּׂא ֶאת
ָ ִ ו ֹלא ת6 You shall not take the name of the LORD
שׁמוֹ
ְ -שּׂא ֶאת
ָ ִ  י-שׁ ר
ֶ  ֵאת ֲא, ֹלא יְנַ ֶקּה י ְהוָהyour God in vain; for the LORD will not hold
him guiltless who takes His name in vain. {P}
} {פ.שּׁוְא
ָ ַל
. ְל ַקדְּ שׁוֹ,שּׁבָּת
ַ יוֹם ַה-זָכוֹר ֶאת
. ְמלַאכְתֶּ ָך- ְו ָעשִׂיתָ כָּל,שׁת יָמִים תַּ עֲב ֹד
ֶ שׁ
ֵ

 ז7 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
 ח8 Six days shall you labor, and do all your
work;

 לַיהוָה,שׁבָּת
ַ --שּׁבִיעִי
ְ  ַה, ט וְיוֹם9 but the seventh day is a sabbath unto the
, ְמלָאכָה ַאתָּ ה וּ ִבנְָך וּבִתֶּ ָך-שׂה כָל
ֶ תַ ֲע- ֹלא: ֱאֹלהֶיָךLORD your God; in it, you shall not do any
manner of work, you, nor your son, nor your
.שׁע ֶָריָך
ְ שׁר ִבּ
ֶ  ֲא, ְוג ְֵרָך,ַעבְדְּ ָך ַו ֲא ָמתְ ָך וּ ְב ֶה ְמתֶּ ָך

daughter, nor your man-servant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who
is within your gates;

-שּׁ ַמי ִם ְו ֶאת
ָ  ַה-שׂה י ְהוָה ֶאת
ָ יָמִים ָע-שׁת
ֶ שׁ
ֵ י כִּי
, ַויָּנַח,בָּם-שׁר
ֶ  ֲא-כָּל- ַהיּ ָם ְו ֶאת- ֶאת,ָאָרץ
ֶ ה
יוֹם- בּ ֵַרְך י ְהוָה ֶאת,כֵּן-שּׁבִיעִי; עַל
ְ בַּיּוֹם ַה
} {ס.שׁהוּ
ֵ ְ ַוי ְ ַקדּ--שּׁבָּת
ַ ַה

10 for in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested
on the seventh day; therefore the LORD
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. {S}

 י ַ ֲא ִרכוּן, ְל ַמעַן-- ִא ֶמָּך- ְו ֶאת,אָבִיָך- יא ַכּבֵּד ֶאת11 Honor your father and your mother, that
י ְהוָה ֱאֹלהֶיָך נ ֹתֵ ן-שׁר
ֶ  ֲא, עַל ָה ֲאדָ ָמה, יָמֶיָךyour days may be long upon the land which the
LORD your God gives you. {S}
} {ס.לְָך
 {ס} ֹלא תִ נְאָף; {ס} ֹלא, יב ֹלא תִ ְרצָח12 You shall not murder. {S} You shall not
} {ס.שׁ ֶקר
ָ תַ ֲענֶה ב ְֵרעֲָך עֵד- {ס} ֹלא, תִ גְנ ֹבcommit adultery. {S} You shall not
steal. {S} You shall not bear false witness
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against your neighbor. {S}

תַ חְמ ֹד- בֵּית ֵרעֶָך; {ס} ֹלא, יג ֹלא תַ חְמ ֹד13 You shall not covet your neighbor's
, וְכ ֹל, ְו ַעבְדּוֹ ַו ֲא ָמתוֹ וְשׁוֹרוֹ ַוחֲמ ֹרוֹ,שׁת ֵרעֶָך
ֶ  ֵאhouse; {S} you shall not covet your neighbor's
wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid} {פ.שׁר ל ְֵרעֶָך
ֶ ֲא
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything
that is your neighbor's. {P}

, ַה ַלּפִּידִ ם-הַקּוֹֹלת ְו ֶאת- ָהעָם רֹאִים ֶאת- יד ְוכָל14 And all the people perceived [saw] the
שׁן; ַויּ ְַרא ָהעָם
ֵ  ָע, ָההָר- ְו ֶאת, ְו ֵאת קוֹל הַשֹּׁפָרthundering(s), and the lightning(s), and the
voice of the horn, and the mountain smoking;
. ַויּ ַ ַע ְמדוּ ֵמ ָרח ֹק,ַויָּנֻעוּ

and when the people saw it, they trembled, and
stood afar off.

, ַאתָּ ה ִעמָּנוּ- דַּ בֵּר,שׁה
ֶ ֹ מ- ֶאל, טו וַיּ ֹא ְמרוּ15 And they said unto Moses: 'You speak with
.נָמוּת- פֶּן,י ְדַ בֵּר ִע ָמּנוּ ֱאֹלהִים-שׁ ָמעָה; וְאַל
ְ ִ ְונus, and we will hear; but let not God speak
with us, lest we die.'

 כִּי,יראוּ
ָ ִתּ- אַל, ָהעָם-שׁה ֶאל
ֶ ֹ  טז וַיּ ֹא ֶמר מ16 And Moses said unto the people: 'Fear not;
, בָּא ָה ֱאֹלהִים; וּ ַבעֲבוּר, ְל ַבעֲבוּר נַסּוֹת ֶאתְ כֶםfor God is come to prove you, and that His fear
may be before you, that you sin not.'
. ְל ִבלְתִּ י תֶ ֱחטָאוּ-- ְפּנֵיכֶם-תִּ ְהי ֶה י ְִראָתוֹ עַל
-שׁה נִגַּשׁ ֶאל
ֶ ֹ  ֵמ ָרח ֹק; וּמ, יז ַויַּעֲמ ֹד ָהעָם17 And the people stood afar off; but Moses
} {ס.שׁם ָה ֱאֹלהִים
ָ -שׁ ר
ֶ  ֲא, ָהע ֲָרפֶלdrew near unto the thick darkness where God
was. {S}

 ְבּנֵי- כּ ֹה ת ֹא ַמר ֶאל,שׁה
ֶ ֹ מ- יח וַיּ ֹא ֶמר י ְהוָה ֶאל18 And the LORD said unto Moses: Thus you
 דִּ בּ ְַרתִּ י,שּׁ ַמי ִם
ָ  ַה-כִּי ִמן-- ַאתֶּ ם ְראִיתֶ ם:שׂ ָר ֵאל
ְ ִ  יshall say unto the children of Israel: You
yourselves have seen that I have talked with
.ִע ָמּכֶם
you from heaven.

,ֱאֹלהֵי ֶכסֶף וֵאֹלהֵי זָהָב

: ִאתִּ י, יט ֹלא תַ עֲשׂוּן19 You shall not make with Me--gods of silver,
. ֹלא תַ עֲשׂוּ ָלכֶםor gods of gold, you shall not make unto you.

- ְוזָ ַבחְתָּ ָעלָיו ֶאת,לִּי-שׂה
ֶ  תַּ ֲע,כ ִמזְבַּח ֲאדָ ָמה
; ְבּ ָק ֶרָך-צ ֹאנְָך ְו ֶאת- ֶאת,שׁ ָלמֶיָך
ְ -עֹֹלתֶ יָך ְו ֶאת
 אָבוֹא ֵאלֶיָך,שׁמִי
ְ -שׁר אַזְכִּיר ֶאת
ֶ  ַה ָמּקוֹם ֲא-ְבּכָל
.וּב ֵַרכְתִּ יָך
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you.

תִ ְבנֶה- ֹלא,לִּי-שׂה
ֶ  ִמזְבַּח ֲא ָבנִים תַּ ֲע- כא ְו ִאם21 And if you make Me an altar of stone, you
. וַתְּ ַח ְל ֶל ָה, כִּי ח ְַרבְָּך ֵהנַפְתָּ ָעלֶי ָה: ֶאתְ הֶן ָגּזִיתshalt not build it of hewn stones; for if you lift
up your tool upon it, you have profaned it.

שׁר
ֶ ֲא

: ִמזְ ְבּחִי- עַל,תַ ֲעלֶה ְב ַמעֲֹלת- כב וְֹלא22 Neither shall you go up by steps unto My
} {פ. ָעלָיו,תִ ָגּלֶה ע ְֶרוָתְ ָך- ֹלאaltar, that your nakedness be not uncovered
there.{P}

QUESTIONS:
1. Why do you think the Torah portion describing the preparation for the giving of the Torah and the
recitation of the Ten Sayings (or Commandments) was selected for the first day of this holiday?
2. Did you see anything that you had not noticed before during this reading?
3. Chapter 19, verses 8 and 9 raise a question: At the end of verse 8, what Moses probably
“reported” to G-d was what the people said earlier in the verse (“All that the LORD has spoken
we will do”), but considering that in verse 9, G-d is speaking to Moses, what is it at the end of the
verse that Moses “tells” G-d that the people has said? According to Rashi and other Biblical
commentators, it was to tell G-d that the people wanted to hear the commandments directly from
G-d (that is, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do” - the LORD, not Moses).

However, see Chapter 20, verse 15 – despite their intentions, they couldn’t handle
hearing the Torah directly from G-d! Moses had to be the transmitter.
4. It is always useful to study the differences between repeated conversations in Torah; here, note
what Moses added in Chapter 19, verse 15 to what G-d had told him in verses 10 and 11. Why do
you think he added that injunction? How might not having sexual relations in the lead-up to
Revelation change the experience?
5. If you believe in Revelation on/at Sinai, what do you think was revealed there and then? There is
a very large spectrum of Jewish beliefs about Revelation, but even from this text alone, it is not
clear that only the Ten Commandments were revealed then – for instance, were the
commandments in verses 18 through 22 not given then as well? One belief that all of Torah (in
the broadest possible sense – all the Hebrew Bible, and the Talmud, and all Jewish teachings on
through the ages) were given then as well!
6. What meanings might the holiday have for a Jew who doesn’t believe in Divine Revelation but
rather that people wrote the Torah over a long period of time?

I wrote the following article for the May edition of the Jewish Journal Monthly (please attribute both
myself and them if you quote from this; please seek their permission if you want to reprint, of course).
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Rabbi Saul’s Column: Shavuot, An Underappreciated Festival
It is clear in the Torah what Passover (Pesach) and Sukkot are about; the liberation from Egypt and
the dwelling in booths (or tabernacles, the English name for the holiday) that followed the Exodus are
easily comprehended ideas. Shavuot, however, which follows Pesach by only seven weeks (hence its
name, the Feast of Weeks), is a little harder to get. We now know it as not only Chag HaKatzir (feast of
the harvest, marking the end of the seven weeks since the standing grain in the fields was first
harvested) or as Yom HaBikkurim (day of first fruits), but more significantly, perhaps, as Zman Matan
Torateinu (the season of the giving of our Torah).
However, the Torah says nothing about the latter designation, neither in its references to Shavuot
nor when the Revelation is presented. Linking Shavuot to the Revelation at Sinai was a completely
rabbinic innovation. Since both Pesach and Sukkot had both agricultural and historical significance as
presented in the Torah, the rabbis might have assumed that Shavuot must have a historical tie as well,
and since the Revelation was not connected to a precise time (the Torah says that it happened “in the
third month”), Shavuot became an appropriate date for the Revelation. This construct has a beautiful
balance: Pesach as the festival of liberation followed at the end of the omer period (the 49 days
between the holidays, when a sheaf of grain was brought each day to count the time) by the Revelation
at Sinai on Shavuot. In both seasons, we are instructed to place ourselves there and then with all of the
Israelites. We all left Egypt on Pesach, and we all stood at Sinai on Shavuot.
And yet, Shavuot, even with this momentous designation, remains a largely unobserved,
unappreciated festival on the Jewish calendar. One reason might be that it has a singular lack of visible
ritual, a deficiency not in the least felt by its fellow pilgrimage festivals, Pesach and Sukkot. While Pesach
has matzah and bitter herbs and all the other symbols of the seder meals, and while Sukkot has the
ultimate religious symbol, the sukkah, in which we can actually live the seven days of the festival, and
the four species in addition, Shavuot has…what? Dairy foods. A cheese blintze can hardly stand up next
to a well-decorated sukkah as a powerful religious symbol. Although the reasons for eating dairy on
Shavuot are interesting and varied, they still don’t make for vivid family iconography in the same way
that a Pesach seder might. Greater symbolism had accompanied the festival while the Temples yet stood
(the grain and first-fruit offerings) but much of it was lost with the destruction of the Second Temple in
70 C.E.
So it seems we have to work a little to draw on the religious meaning in the festival. Luckily, the
Jews have always been masters of innovation. The mystics of Safed in the 16th C, the same folks who
gave us the kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming the Shabbat) service, invented a fitting commemoration of
Shavuot as well – the tikkun leil Shavuot – in which a set order of sources (tikkun means an established
order) was studied all night in anticipation of receiving the Torah at dawn. (Not surprisingly, the
introduction of coffee had not preceded this custom by many years!) A modern-day tikkun might feature
a looser array of study sessions, films, discussions, and, of course, dairy refreshments.
It’s fitting, however, that we have to work to draw out the festival’s meaning; because Shavuot now
commemorates the giving of the Torah, which we cannot simply read and immediately understand fully
but which requires diligent study, inquiry, and guidance, the holiday itself asks that we invest ourselves a
bit, to use our creative selves to beautify the holiday. This is often done by decorating the bimah with

Torah Study for Christians
Villa Maria Education and Spirituality Center

7
May 20, 2015

Rabbi Saul Oresky
Rev. George Balasko

flowers and fresh cuttings; special Shavuot paper-cuttings (called shavuselehs) with nature themes
became an art form dedicated to the beautification of the holiday.
However you choose to observe the holiday, be it by attending services, or our tikkun leil Shavuot at
Ohev Tzedek on Saturday night May 23, or by eating a slice of cheesecake while thinking of the giving of
the Torah (!), or by simply making a commitment to learn more Torah this year, I hope that Shavuot
becomes an even more meaningful holiday for you and your family.
Chag sameakh [Happy holiday],
Rabbi Saul Oresky
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